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The ‘Bulgarian Connection’
Is Still on Trial

By CLAIRE STERLING

HEN the Papal shooting trial resumies in  involvement — and so far no
Rome this week after a summer recess, the o1t has eémersad — I Talls fo exxlain

court will start at iast to hear

independent
testimony on the *‘Bulgarian connection.”” So '

far, ithuhﬂ!d

John Paul I1. Now 120 witnesses for the state and scores
more for the defense will heip determine the veracity of

©  Mr, Agca’s pre-trial confession, the basis of the charges.

That confession appears to have a life of its own. Mr.
Agcest, who was coavicted of the 1981 attack on the Pope in

St. Peter’s Square, had toid the authorities that the .
¢ of Raffaele Cutolo, a head of the Neo-

and zagging over previous statements, hiy testi-
mony with apocalyptic (“I'am Jesus ;
Christ! I am omnipotent, and I announce the end of: the

world!”’). Nonetheless, the state is pmpared'to pree'wmt ,‘

circumstantial evidence supporting the Agca confession,
including details of his aileged meetings with the Bulgar-
ians, their offer of money and a getaway truck.

Mr. Agca has never defected from his:basic conten-
tion of Bulgarian involvement, and whatever the self-in-
flicted damage to his credibility, the defense has yet to

- show how he could have known as much as he proved to

know about the now on trial unless he worked
with or for them. That hasn’t discour-
aged alternative theories, all based
on the assumption that Mr. Agca was
coached under one or ancther of the
following circumstances:.

©® Italian or American secret
services hired right-wing Turkish
gunmen to kill the Pope, then blame
it on the Russians. This theory, the
first reaction of the Soviet bloc,has

ownwtofvllﬂ'l!llhmichltndfor

|

theory is the most plau-
slblebut llkath:othln has serious
flaws.

Mr 's detailed of the
- movements.
mmwmmmﬂ:

cated his account from news reports
or gleaned information during his
known visits to B

Some variations hald that West- ;

" ern intelligence agencies somehow.

persuaded Mr. Agca to implicate the
B\ﬂgarummdthenmdmwwoho
was imprisoned, possibly with the aid |

close associate has denied it, as does
Mr. Cutolo. In any event, he was
*moved in April lmwsoutarye;;-
finement in another prison;
Agca, no longer within his reach, did
not begin to confess until May and did
not implicate the Bulgarians until six
months later. Of course, none of this
excludes the possibility that others
may have talked with Mr. Agca, but
so far there is no evidence of it.
Ifonlybecausethesescemﬂosmsowenk the Bul-
garian connection has survived Mr. Agca’s baffling ef-
forts to smudge it over. He is thought by the Italian
prosecutor, Antonio Marini, to be maneuvering to attract

help for an escape or win his release.
In any case, he has become hopeless
as the state’s chief witness, and Dr.
Marini must proceed without him.
Though nothing approaching con-
clusive evidence on the Bulgarians
has ‘emerged, the court has gathered
much pertinent information. The

. case has rested on the allegation that

the Bulgarian secret service con-
trolled a Turkish arms and drugs syn-
dicate that supposedly hired a Turk-
ish gunman for the attack. So far, two
Turkish crime bosses, Abuzer Uguriu
and Bekir Celenk — a defendant in
absentia — have béen mentioned in
the trial and tied to the Bulgarian se-
cret service and Gray Wolves.
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There is no telling where the trail
might lead in the coming month, but
two summer developments suggest &
break. In Turkey, where Mr. Celenk
has been jailed on smuggling

, the authorities have spoken

of “‘several witnesses” who confirm

Mr. Agca’s contention that Mr. Ce-

lenk offered him three million

Deutschmarks to kill the Pope. Another new witness,

Yalcin Ozbey, is to make a appearance this week. Long a

close associate of Mr. Agca, Mr. Ozbey has told interro-

gators that he learned first-hand of the Bulgarians’ role
in the plot from a Turkish accomplice of Mr. Agca.
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